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away in empty parade, or lavished in the erection of
phantaftic buildings under the pretext of magnifi-
cence ; but in reality to gratify the vanity of a weak
and unprincipled

IN a quarter of the v\oiid fo remote as India, Great
Britain has perhaps mere to fear from the difloyalty
of its army, than from its diffipadon. The diftant
pofilflions of the Rornur.s \vere more frequently lofl
by the revolt of their legions, than by their inability
to defend them agaiaft foreign enemies. Britain it-
felf proclaimed one of its commanding officers em-
peror, and was for a while loft to the ftate. The
legions in Gernu ny frequently mutinied ; thofc en-
trufted with the defence cf the Afiutic provinces
were often guilty of the greatcfl cxcd&s4.

ALL thefe misfortunes feeined the unavoidable
confequences of a difiblute army, entrufted to an
unprincipled commander. The fupreme executive
power was never for a moment entrufted to other
Jiands than the fenate or the emperors. They had no
jfficers fixed for life in particular provinces, which
:he executive power had not an acknowleged right
to recalj and order upon whatever fervice the gene-
ral exigencies of the flate might require* When this
is the cafe, the officers gradually lofe their attach*
rricnt to the parent flate ; all their mtcrcfts centre in

the

* Vid, Tacit, Hi,t, pallia .